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EDITORIALS.

The Great Divide

espite the rapid growth of Asian and Hispanic
populations that renders this country's familiar bi-
polar racial paradigm increasingly obsolete, the
Mack-white divide remains the most intractable
fissure in American life. The acquittal of ©.J. Simpson has
underscored, once again, the chasm that separates black and
white Americans. With nationalist sentiment on the rise in
the black community, a conservative politics indifferent to
racial inequality ascendant among whites and many on the

left entranced by their own group causes, the ideal of an in-
tegrated society seems more remote than ever. In the face of
these realities, is it possible to reassert the validity and viality
of a politics of integratson?

| believe it 15 not only possible but necessary. First, however,
we must candidly assess what has and has not changed in the
three decades since the Kerner Commission concluded that
the United States consisted of two societies, black and white,
separae and unequal. Today legal segregation is dead, blacks
vote in the same proporiion as whites, and many realms of
life—sports, politics, entertainment, higher education and
certain echelons of muddle-class employment—are far more
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integraied than was conceivable at the dawn of the civil rights
era. On the other hand, not only have the black working class
and poor fallen further behind their white counterparts but
the crucial, interrelated arcas of housing and schools remain
predominantly segregated, if not by law then by custom but-
tressed by econormics and public policy.

To realffirm a polities of integration it is Decessary (4 con-
front the uncomfortable truth that, contrary 1o fashionable
punditry, there never was a golden age of racial harmony, a
liberal consensus destroved by black nationalisis and white
multicubturalists. America’s residential apartheid results from
a long history of government policy, individual choices and
the inequitable operation of a putalively mée market. Well be-
fore the turn from civil nghts 1© black power or the nse of
crime rates, illegitimacy and drug use in poor black commu-
mities, the federal governmeni institutionalized racial segre-
gation in New Deal public housing and mon gage policies, and
private developers systematically excluded blacks from the
postwar suburban boom. The September issue of the Journa!
af Amerwcan Hisiory contains revealing and disturbing articles
about the prolonged, violent opposition in postwar Chicago
and Detroit 1o cven the smallest black presence in white neigh-
borhoods. The residents” fear was not crime or drugs bt a
decline in property values and black competition for jobs tri-
ditionally reserved for whites.

Then as now, whitencss had an economic value, 11 3000 re-
vealed its political potency as well. Even at the height of the
1960s, lor example, 5 was a socoessiul referendum campaign
10 rescind & Tair housing law that galvanized Califormia’s
Erass-rools conservatism.

The point is not 1o paint all whites with the brush of un-
yielding racism. Such a generalization would be as unfar as
current conservative dogma that blacks are immersed in a cul-
ture of drugs and dlegitimacy. Throughout our history, from
the abolitionists 10 the civil rights era, countless whites have
fought lor a society in which all cilizens enjoyed equal righis
and egqual opportunitics.

It is too often forgotien that integration is a very radical
ides, nod & stulfy nostrum, as critics of the NLA A C P have
long claimed. In fact, our society can far more easily accom-
modate & program of separabism, group wdentity and auton-
amy for local black instilutions—whether emanating from the
Garvey movement, black power advocaies or the Millon Man
March—than a program of genuine inlegration.

From Frederick Douglass and Wendell Phillips in the nine-
teenth century 1o Martin Luther King Jr., integrabon has
mcant nol the absorption of blacks inio the pre-existing white
social order but the fransformarion of American sociely 50
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STAFF NOTES

W: are pleased to announce that Perry Janoski has
jowned The Matron as vice president and adver-
tising direcior. Perry spent the past five years helping
build up the Fouce Literary Supplement, where he was
associate publisher. Welcome aboard, Perry.

as to give real meaning to the panciple of equality. Froperly
understood, ntegration means nol only the removal of eoo-
nomic, social and political obstacles to full participation in
every area of American life but changes in the contours of per-
sonal life so that fnendship, commdeship and intimacy betwetn
the races can become far more common than is possibbe ioday.
To our cynical age, this sentiment may seem rather mawkish,
just as the old abolitionist maxim about the slave—Am [ Mot
2 Man and a Brother? —appears 1o many nlive or paternal-
istic. But ultimately, a belief in brotherhood lies al the hean
of any politics of integration.

Al a lime when many blacks express an undersiandable de-
spair for the future and nostalgia for segregation, with jis
strong black-run institutions, and when many whites seem
content 10 retreat into private schools and gated communines,
the idea of inlegration seems more utopian than ever, requir-
ing not only the passage of new laws but a change in Ameri-
cans' hearts and minds, Since the days of the abolitionists,
however, the role of the lefi has been 1o put forward wiopian
ideas, 1o offer a moral and political eritique ol existing insti-
tutions, io worry less about what is politically possible than
aboul what might be. The time has come 1o reintroduce inte-
gration into our political vocabulary —not as a code for whites
dictating 10 blacks or as “color-blindness,” a term appropri-
pied from the civil rights movement by conscrvatives and
made into an empty slogan, but as a vision ol a nation trans-
formed, one in which eguality is a reality for all Americans.

EriC FONER

Errc Foner is Deliit Clinton Professor of History af Colum.
big Ulmiversity.

Jury’s Still Out

Los Angefes
he bitter reaction to the O.J. Simpson verdict among
whites threatens (o linger as long as the trial ivself.
You can't channel-surf for more than five minutes
without bumping into a smirking Andy Rooney, an

incensed Dominck Dunne or a smug Dinesh D'Souza reas-
suring us there is such a thing as “rational discrimination ™
Away from the TV cameras, 1n the bowling alleys and bars of
suburban San Fernando Valley, the “M-word" peppers the ver-
dict post-mortems in alarming measure.

The breadih of the white reaction to the verdict reveals a
deeper truth: that while there has been endless speculation on
how a black-domunated jury would evaluate Simpson's hero
status, the Fuhrman maiter and Johnnie Cochran's closing
remarks, and on how the whole black community mught re-
spond 1o 3 guilty verdict, few commentaiors seemed 10 notice
o ntensely wiires—especially here in Los Angeles—had
invested themselves in the trial.

Much of the white audience seemed to luxuriate perverse-
Iy o theewr comreectuon that there would be no conviction. It was
self-pvident: America was going to the dogs, affirmative ac-
tien and political correctness had gone too far, minorities and
Immigrants were costing too much, and now to top it off, O,




