file
the payroll robbery, | was present in the State Assembly
in L‘al;:m on JL 7, 1939, when the newly
elected . Culbert presented Mooney with a
rdon. In the twenty years he had served in prison,
noowhﬂhmumﬂymulm.
journalists and writers, novelists, poets and playwrights,
from all over the world trekked 1o San Quentin to inter-
view him and were impressed by the man they met. But
once released, Mooney's “image™ quickly faded; he was
mmﬂru;pﬂumﬂnhuuu ad been
when he was ml:uwmhhhdhu,!n
the Mooney case never became a : it lacked, some-
bow, the deeply and impressive qualities of the
Sacco and Vanzetti story just as Mooney, for all his cour-
age, lacked some of the Bne buman qualities they pos-

THE MEN AND THE SYMBOLS
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sessed, Innocence itsell does. not a hpnd,mﬁ‘. other
qualities, other values are pécded. W
On August 23, 1927, I had lunch in Long Beach, Calif.,
with Upton Sinclair. His b . Ol had }u'l:il been Pﬂ'?“l%:ﬂ
and I was supposed to be intery m L Bul
l““{I‘u‘:vcn.il the

we apent the entire aliernoon Lalking aboul, gcutions
in Boston. I well remember Sinclair's vivid) insisrghoe—his
todal confidence—that the jlqdlnhpt of would be
that Sacco and Vanzetti were inngcent. To 8 mis-

carringe of justice in which the mljo.r!lﬂ has a deep vested
political interest takes time, effort, faith, staming, courage
and strong conviciions. Often vindication comes 100 late
to help the victims, but it is never 100 late 1o make public
scknowledgment, as Governor Dukakis has done, of an
sct of Injustice. It s by these belated—Ilargely symbolic
—actions that democratic societies become a little less
bigoted, cruel and repressive. O

SACCO AND VANZETTI '
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In contrast to Sacco the seitled family man, Vanzetti
was an itinerant, unskilled laborer, one of the inoumer-
able *iramps” and migrants of the period who could not
or woeld not adjust 1o the discipline of the new Indus-
trial' order. Born in northwestern Italy in 1388, he had
spent feven years in school and later took great prade
in recalling his excellent record. Arriving in America
in 1908, he was first a dishwasher in New York City
restaurants, then: roamed New England, working vari-
ously in a stone quarry, a brick furnace, digging ditches
and finally as a fish peddler.

Meither man had come to America as a radical, but
both were attracted to anarchism here. Sacco and his
wife on occasion performed in street theatre to raise
funds for ihe anarchists, and both men were involved
in sirikes and war resistance. Sacco collected bread for
the Lawrence strikers in 1912 and assisted strikes of
Massachusetts foundry and shoe workers; Vanzetti was
blacklisted for his part in a strike at a Plymouth cordage
factory ‘i 1916.

‘When the two men met is not known., However, in
1917 Sacco, Vanzetti and other New England an-
archists fled to Mexico for a year to avoid the draft
and possible deportation for' anti-war, activities. The
more intellectual of the two, Vanzetti during’ his years
in America read books rnunlh]:' from Dante to Marx,
Tolstoy  and Kropotkin, Both lived among Iialians,
neither spoke English wiéll and both’ planned te return
to ltaly. It was their arrest that made them fully a
part of American life. '

' I

The crime with which Sacco and Vanzetti were
charged and the condoct of their inal have been re-
counted many times, but it is probably well to sum-
marize them bricfly, On April 15, 1920, a shoe com-
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when 4,000 radicals were rounded. up and. seve
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the Ttalian Consulate, ;
in Boston, and 2 man who recognized a5 having
mmmﬁmhnnunihelmh._ummpuﬂmi,pﬁ—

%

n:n'.@!pnmmtnmghp:h&h]th:hlﬂhntprm
dice shown by Jodge Wehﬂer'['hl}lu and by prosscu-
tor Frederick Katzmann's sarcastic, bullying . cross-
examination of the defendants as to their political be-
© liefs. With' Sacco, Katzmann raised such questions as
whether he loved America, whether América was a

free country, why he had avoided the draft, what he-

thought of Harvard ity, and whether he - sent
his son to public school (he did). Thayer later re-
marked to a friend. “thdyuuucwimld:dmmihnm
anarchistic bastards?™

\ In:ud:mmnmrnment,:mwuahmgme
conclusion. For gix years defense lawyers filed succes-

- - -sive motions for a new trial, plesding new evidence, re-

cantation of witnesses, the prejodice of the
jadge, and a confession implicating the Morellli gang-
of Providence, R.L in the robbery. But Judge Thayer re-
Fﬂﬂﬂmﬂmmﬂmﬂlﬁﬂth{mﬂuﬂmﬁw
pmmﬂnnﬁnphﬂdmdmmm

Finally, mlherpﬂn;uflﬂi?Thl}erprmmn:ﬂl
a sentence of death, Bylhmhme,thnmhadbemmt.
an international comse cflébre. Governor Fuller ap-
pnmadlﬂ:rm-mmbnadvmrgmmnunntﬁmmﬂu
the fairness of the verdict. ufSamur.‘lEtmttﬂn,
president of MLLT.; Robert Grant, a former judge; and

TRE NATION, Augusi 20,-1977

ai the head, ﬁbbutthm&:anﬂl.Hpuﬂdmﬂ
Harvard, the commission was an embodiment of Brah-
min respectsbility. As The New Republic dbserved, “the
life of an anarchist was as foreign to them as
life on Mars" Lowell's presence recalled the torbulent
history of the immigrant factory workers in the cities
bearing his familial namés. For years he bhad been an
official of the Immigration Restriction Leagne; among
his contributions to Life at Harvard was the establishrfient
ufnmgregamdr&ldmuiurhla:‘tﬂudmﬂ. The com-

and Vanretti were executed. “What more can the im-
migrants from Italy expect?,” remarked Heywood Broun.

" "It is not every prisoner who has a president of Harvard

Ihmwnntlmswmhfnrhm"
n

Inhnrimuumalﬂuﬁugmtdaﬂptmﬁdm;ﬂtu-
etotion, Jeanette Marks observed, “uhe;ndy BE ind_mmm

. . . already they had gone from our midst
- [they had become] symbolic.” The sentimental

.dthnﬂnmhwymfmﬂﬂm:pdlmﬂ views “ab-
5

and ically impracticable.” Francis Russell,
who believes Sacco was guilty, considers their beliefs
“nobly absurd.” Roberta Feuverlicht, the latest stadent of

" Today, when anarchists represent & mmu-r:ixma: in

' most-countries, it is perhaps difficolt to recall that before

E

World War 1 the militant Left in Europe and
tended to be- anarchist. Within a span of twenty years
anarchists assassinated the monarchs of Italy and
Auistria-Hungary, the Presidents of France and the United
States and the Prime Minidter of Spain. In this coun
ever since the Haymarket affair of 1586, the imape
the bomb-carrying- snarchist evoked the kind of

oS i

" fear Bolshevism would inspire in a later decade. “For

halfi d century,” as John Dos Passos wrote in 1927,
“anarchy has been the bogy of American schoolmasters,
policemen, old majds and small-town mayors.”

The United States has had two distinet anarchist tradi-
tions. Native American anarchism, symbolized by Emer-
son and Thorcau and deriving from the distrust of pov-
ernment so pervasive in the writings of Paine and Jeffer-
son, was a form of extreme individualism. It was often
coupled with pacifism or nonviclence and usually coexisted
with 8 commilment to private property as the bulwark
of individual freedom. Immigrant anarchism, associated

“first with Germans, then Italians, was, in contrast, a

=
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i y s ;._ ifhﬂmﬁrﬂﬂh?'! 1927
form of !I1I:rm1it'1i.'u nnmm!njum h:sta.
the pﬂt Ttalian mnn:ra‘u. puj. it it “angmh:r wl;thnut s0-
cialism_is Jmpmm"hl .

The millennial dredm’ of Fralitia snarchism fas a com-
unal society in'which the tridd of 'Old' World evils—
state, chorch and private prupv:ru.l—-h:d been abn]flﬂmd.
More than -in -any: ‘other | country, - anarchists -in* Ttaly
exalted the "pmpag:nnd;"'ﬂt ‘the deeq."‘ Terrorism, sibo-
tage and i’.sun-ﬁ‘a:hnn vmf Ebhsiderdd 1égitimate ways

- B

‘to stir the m fdwn'r""w: amlrﬂ'n—
lutionaries,” 'ﬂﬂﬁ:hﬁal use ‘we' helieve that
only the revolotion, {He uum’n can’ stilvé {he
social question.”'

Althw;h anatchists* tomp nmi anly & Small’ Eﬁrtpi‘i
the Italian Left beford” WmId‘War‘I through émi
tion they éxerted a powerful ||:Lﬂué1:|¢|: on the anarchist
moyement abroad. Among the most importart éxponents
of Ialian ‘anarchism' in “Arnerica 'was.Luigi Galleani, the
man Vanzetti acknowledged as “cur-master.” A bril-
lant. propagandist and'polemicist, Galleadi’ préached a
stern brand «of anarcho-coimmunism, rejecting'any form
of political organization and ‘advocating violent revo-
lution and a rclentless war againsi capitalism. In his
mewipaper, Cromaca Sovwversiva Galleani lionized Me-
Kinley's assasgin Czolgosz -aé well as- Gaetano Brestd,
who had returned from Paterson, N.J. to assassinate
King Umbaerto,

During World War 1 the federal government sup-
pressed Calleani’s newspaper when it urged [talians to
resist the draft. Galleani himself was deported in May
1919, but not beforg he had called on his followers for
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violent revenge, Soon afterward bombs exploded in eight
cities, and an Italian was killed trying to place a bomb
at Amorney General Palmer’s Washington home.

The little-studied [ialian anarchist movement forms
the backdrop for an understanding of Sacco and
Vanzetth, who seem to have been members of one of
the loosely o groups of followers of Galleani
that exiated in Boston, New York, Paterson and other
cities in those years, Thiz does not prove, as Francis
Russcll claims, that Sacco “felt justified in committing
even acta of robbery and murder for his cavse.” Most
anarchists made n clear didtinction between ordinary
crime and acts of political violence; as Vanzeiti later
said, most of his political activity consisted of “talking
on streét corners o scorning men” Bul the point to
remember is that, though Sacco and Vanzetlh may never
have committed violence, as followers of Galleani they
were hardly the innocuous dreamers so often pictured in
the literafure on the case.

Moat of what we know of the beliels of the two men
derives from thelr famous prison letters. Both were
taught to read and write English in prison by wealthy
Mew England women who had interested themselves In
the  case, sand Vanzetti, in particular, became &
articulate writer in English whose letters still evoke an
emotional response. (The same is true of his Tialian
letters 1o his family, mlfpnrtlmnflrhid:hlwhm
translated.)

i Sacco . emerges from hprmm“:-ud
sensitivity, who- was distraught over the
ration from his.wife snd children and the insbility to
_practice his craft, Yet the lefters also reveal a socisl out-
lock underpinned. by-an unbending class consciousness

of the revolution.™

1 Sacco’s mpuuum'fnr creative thought
shy mmpimm;mrh Vangetti's. But he was well ac-

vand, & view of himself and Vanretti as “the pood soldiers
has sufiered




been portrayed as dogmatic and proletarian, Vanzetti
has been idealized as a philosophical dreamer. Even
Elizabeth Gurley Flyon, active in the defense from the
beginning, described Vanzettis social outlook as simply
“a beliel in human freedom and the dignity of man.
. . . He would have been at home with Emerson,
D. Thoreau or Walt Whitman." Admirers dobbed Van-
zetti a “philosophic anarchist,™ a phrase which Dos
Patsos translates a5 “an aparchist who shaves daily,
has good manners and is guaranteed not to act on his
beliefs,™

“Philosophic anarchist™ fails, however, 1o convey the
depth of Vanzetti's anarchist coovictions or the vision
be shared with Sacco of being men of action within an
ongoing radical movement. He had.read extraordinarily
widely and since 1914 had boarded in the Plymouth
home of Vincenzo Brini, a stopping place for such an-
archists as Galleani and Carlo Tresca. In prison, Van-
zctti spent much of his tfme writing articles for
L'Astinata dei Reffratari, 3 New York anarchist mews-
paper cstablished by Galleani’s followers in 1922, One
serics was entitled “In Defense of the Revolution,” an-
other was a critigoe of syndicalism, yet another evalu-
ated Soviet socicty from an anarchist point of view, He
also translated anarchist literature into Englisk. In other
words, Vanzeiti continued to take part in the onpoing
debate about revolutiopary tactics and politics within
the anarchist movement. His political views did not dif-
fer significantly from those of other Italian anarchists,

Vanzetli has sometimes been portrayed as an Ameri-
can-style individualist. “The now-obsolete” term anarchist-
Communist would never have applied to Vanzetti,” writes
Russell. Joughin and Morgan, " authors of one of the
most extensive stodies of the case’ (Legacy of Sacco and
Veamzetrl) declare “thal Vansetti “repects collectivism.™
Vanretti, in fact, referred to himself precisely as anm
“anarchist-Communist.” “We are Socialists,” he wrote
of himself and Sacco in' 1927. *The difference—the
fundamental ooe—beiween us and all the' other s’ that
they are authoritarian while -we are. libertarian.™ Like
Sacco, Vanzetti had an acute awareness of class dis-
tinctions. He wrote a criticism of the ‘Beards' Rize of
American Civilization remarkable in prefiguring more: re-
cent bistorical perceptions:. "MNothing I found im it . . .
of the imstinctive and intuitive aspirations of the poor,
of the hardly articulated but:incommensurable souls .of
lhuhumhlﬁ—mmptlllbalh:u’um they are like the
I'I:'I.I.!Itl.'-! wil ot T

‘ﬁ'amm. tT:uen. was more than a mnpln “humanitarian™
and hardly an individuglist. It is true, however, that his
anarchism did seem to undergo a process of Americaniza-
lion in prison. Recciving the works of Emerson and
Thorcau as gifts from his benclactors, Vanzetti as' time
went on began to play down the role of violene: in
anarchism. When in 1927 he petitioned Governor Fullet,
afﬁnmn; his innpocence, Vanzetti could refer to Emerson's
essays as a fuller exposition of his views.

A follower of Emerson was casier to defend in Ihl:
Ha.mchus.:m of 1927 than a disciple of Galleani. But
the partial Americanization of Vanzetti's anarchism was
symptomatic of a larger ambivalence that affected his
sell-perception as the years went by. Sacco always held
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himself at a ceriain distance from their wealthy sup-
porters or “philanthropists,” as he called them. He told
Gardner Jacksom, “although knowing that we are one
heart, unfortenately, we represent two opposite classes.”™ '

?mulﬂ.bymnm.thﬁwduhﬂnlaumﬁmul

- committee women played the role of Vanzelti's “Ameri-

can mothers.” His own mother had died -‘when he was
20 and his grief was inordinate. Vanzetti is not known to
have shown an inlerest in womeén in America.
friend,” he wrote in 1913 “the anarchism is as beauty
a5 a woman for me,

Whatever the dynnmlm of his relnnnmhjp to the de-
fense committec women, Vanzetti was darzled by his
prolonged exposure 1o the upper class. He was even
flattered by Mrs. Elimabeth Evans’s offer to hi i
as. a gardencr upon his release from prison. M
portantly, he imbibed their unflagging belief that
would eventually prevail. Sacco pever shared this &
timism and after. the sentencing withdrew entirely- from
the appeals effort. Vanzetti was caught up in the role
of philosopher-in-the-rough; Sacco refused to play the
part marked oot for him. Perhaps He instinctively under-
stood that by thém into symbols, the l:.r;g;ta-
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lﬂmlmmmg
+ audience was losing sight of both t]uur mdmﬂua.htg

their mnﬂuums.
i

In her new memoir on the case (The Never-Ending

Wrong, At Little, Bmwul} Katherine Anne Porter
recalls the Av dﬂysmﬂos;mﬂhtnqntmsauﬂm
tcﬂnctuniituukpaHmlb::amphigntnsweﬁmm

Vanzetti [;mm the electric chair. Inadvertently, she gives
the |mptmmn Ihal mI!E:Il:t:mﬂs were the mﬂr oncs who
did so., L

TI:h:l;f.' |Eunquﬁhunthnl‘..hyth|: = of the exccu-
'unﬂs an_jmpressive. array  of American- writers had lent
their un'iﬁu.m (Mdefense, Aside from Miss Porter,

_qne thinks of Jofin Dos Paq:sua,,ii L. Mencken, Heywood

Broun, Edna St Vingce
23 well as others less.

t Millgy-and Dorothy Parker,
tl_-,r inyolved, jncluding John

‘Dewey and Jane Addams. Such writers and thinkers

discoversd in the case a personsl and political cause
that l.rans:;emdad the ah:nauqu: of the 1920s, when some
writers expatriated themselves to Europe and many others
retreated into a domestic exile. . . . 4

.« The presence of the intellectuals. in , Boston hl‘:lpl:d

altract world am:nll.uﬂ to the- final act of the drama and
was 3 significant episode in. the history of the intellectual
community. In point of ,fact, however, Meéncken and
Dos Passos were ‘the only writers of reputation involved
in the case before 1927, Dos Passos identified with Saceco
and Vanzetti becapse of his own:intellectual affinity for
anarchism and because as a Harvard stodent -his name
had led mh.ls-h:mg treated m“nwﬂp Or 2. guineéa or a
grecaser.”™

Much of our understanding of the case comes from
the writings of intcllectuals who, not surprisingly, exag-
gerated their own importance. Granville Hicks wrote at
the time, “the battle was between the intellectuals and
everybody ¢lse.,” In terms of publicity, however, the
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labor movement carried ‘the burden, Even before the
trial, unions in Bogion and the surrounding mill towns
had protested the arrests, and by 1927 a dozen state
labor federations and the AFL national convention had
demanded a pew trial. Locals of the United Miné Workers
and ILGWU were especially active in fund raising and
in 1927: here as abroad, the majority of demonstrations
were by labor organizations.

The degree of labor was the more remuhi:]r:
because of the division and retreat of the labor move-
ment in the 1920s. A decade of reaction followed the
false dawn of 1919, when Communist revolutions were
attempled in Germany and Hongary, gencral strikes took
place in Winnipeg and
perienced the great steel strike and countless o

trade wnions wers mﬁm
e 9]

" If lsbor's :ﬂntn“buum to the defense hat been neg-
lected,, the involvement. of, the Italian-American com-
munity and the effect of .the execution upon it, have
been virtuilly ignored. From the ¢ _oupget, a tightly.
group of lialian gnarchists ‘the .dd:m:- COMm=
mittee, and Ttalian-Americans provided the money to
keep it afloat. Most of the $300,000. that had been
raised by the end of 1926 r:amr..m small denations from
I} e e S e
8 OTganizd A a of Pnt
and the Bm-ul:ly-nqsl'ta Amgrln.nwm uﬁﬁh
The case created a remar jle. upigy, in Tialipn America;
even the pro-Fascist Italian ‘press, of New York Ei‘t;.r
supported the two men, much to Vanzetti's discomfiure,
In 1927 Il,ah:'m,lahar leaders in, New "j'nri City,
to organize a’nationwide general,strike of . protest, .t
mﬁpmabhsunsﬂluayuntlmmhepﬂiﬂmmﬂm—
emor Fuoller, and 20,000 representatives of labor unions
and Italian fraternal organizations marched in Philadel-
phia on July 4. On the fimous days when Katherine

E

Anne Porter was arrested for picketing in Boston (when

Miss Porter “did not sec anyone identifiably a working-
man") the majority of the picketers were foreign-bom.

To Dos Passos, Sacco and Vanzetti were “all the
immigrants who have built this nation's industries with
&mmﬂ&mhhndandhnwgntEnimHmh

mg." To Italian America and, by extension, to the larger
immigrant community, ted all the Italian
immigrants” victimized by the stereotypes of Itallans ma
knife-wielding criminsls who lived by the code of the
vendeta. A prominent legal scholar, Dean John Wig-
more of MNorthwestern University Law School, could
link the two men with,  among “other “things, “the thugs
of India, the Camorra of Naples, the Black Hand of
Ell;:ilr’“

L1y

. Bunker Hill celebration. in 1927. Amglu—&m:n

Hovering over the Ialian-American community in the
19205 was the clowd of fascem, which had :ﬁ:mtllnl
effccts on the ltalian-American Left. But that community
was also under assault from the massive drive o
enize American cuolture. The xenophobia of the
years was reflected in it most extreme form in
revival of the Ku Klux Klan; but also in the ending of
unrestricted immigration. More generally, it could be
seen in the involvement of schools, churches, civic or-
ganizations and corporations in the Americanization
movement, That movement had reached its peak during
World War I, when it became the justification for sup-
pressing dissent; but as part of the effort to integrate
the immigrant working class inio an ordered, homoge-
neoes socicly it persisted into the 1930s;

To the immigrants, as one Iialian-American editor
pat it, “Americanization is an ugly word" Dos Passos
was bitterly, ironically on target when he subtitled his
pamphlet on the case “Story of the Americanization of
Two Foreignbormm Workmen.” It was no accldent that the
Veterans of Foreign Wars chose Americanization Day
(April 27, 1927) for a vigorous nlm:t on Sacco and
Vanzetti, The two men symbolized the alien threat to
provincial, Anglo-5axon America.

For the Itlﬂln-&nmun Left, the execution was ane
of a series of al blows, beginning with the deporta-
tions of 1919-20 and the triumph of Mussolini, from
which the movement never really recovered. To the
m:hﬂ; of Italian-Americans, it seemed self-evident
persecuted because they were Italian;
that united Tialian immigrants of all

EH

boss of Boston, denounced Sacco lnd Vanzet
Irish
Boston seemed to have united against the two men, an
the isolation of the ltallans muldnuthm'bumm:
complete.
Miss Porter, in an account which perhaps reflects
mathh' of the intellectoals’ attitude toward Boston's
i_mﬂs:rﬂlfmwinnha"mgm;mwd of
ltﬁlun “howling like beasts,” shouted their “childish
phrases,” “They'll pay, theyll pnyr.” the n::mwd cried

=

maolio, “Aspettande l'ore di vendetta"—"Avaiting the
hour of vengeance.” But there was no vengeance, and

_len years later, 1o Italian-Americans like Vito Marcan-

muﬁmuuw o, 1977
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mru,thﬂrdﬂlhwﬂ:"mﬂanupmwmmdmthﬁmts
of many of us"™ The case politiciked somec Italian-
Americans, like the young lawyer Michael Musmanno,
but it drove many more back infto the privacy of their
family and community. Francis Russsll, who
Sacco’s son Dante for some statement of his father's
innocence, interpreted Dante’s silence as a tacit admis-
sion of guilt. But it reflected not only a desire
to avoid publicity but a distrust of all outsiders which
the case had accenfuated throughout Italian America.
For many intellectuals, the execution was equally
traumatic. As Edmund Wilson said, it “made the liberals
lose their bearings.” Mothing since World War I'so shook
the-liberal faith in the workings of Américan institutions
or the sell-sufficiency of the rule of law. The case was
a prelude to the lefiward turn of many intellectoals in the
1930s. Most notable, perhaps, was Dos FPassos, for
whom the case provided the conception of America as
iwo nations, the artistic scaffolding of [F54, his prose-
poem of class warfare.
Tulmlmnsltwunb?hu,mthtald
maxim, that “the law works against the people.” Sacco
almam;n:dthaiihul:plsrﬂnmmuldpﬂmda
radical mo jusfice, and Vanzetti, despite his optimism,
wat convinced as an amarchist that “the laws are the
codified will of the dominating classes.” But the intel-
lectuals and many on the defenss committes simply
could not believe the executions would take place. This
was Massachusetts, after all, not some Southemn state
where legal and extralegal Imhm,g;anmnmll.m of
course. Therefore, “the catastrophe that hobody had
really - believed would happen,™ as Maleolm Ewwlsy
© described the execution, was devastating when it
Fannll:anHurtHw?mdldmrﬂlmnnj
dividual to rally respectable opinion behind the two meh,
the case was a test of the rule of law iteelf. ‘What dis-
turbed Frankforter, then teaching at Harvard Law
School, was not so much dn erroneous verdict and a'
prejudiced trial—hatdly unudsoal -octurrences—but ihe!
approval of the outcome by the Jegal profession and the

mﬂdm!y“ww!:iluungdmmtﬂmﬁdmudmwr

whnk.systemdhw"{
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‘WORKFARE® AND

HARVY LIPMAN

Throughout the Presidential campaign and the first. six,

'menths of his administration, President Carter has em-
I the néed 1o restructure the country’s welfare sys-

izm. In fact, welfare reform may be the most controversial '

domestic issue he will face in his first term. Gov. Michael
Dukakis of Massachosetts has taken much the same posi-

Harvy - Lipman i a free-lance writer who lives in Bogton
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hounded

A troe conservative, Frankfurter knew the emecutions
would undermine respect for the law. His young asso-
ciate, Sidney Glueck, put it another way: “Will [the
case] even bring abowt 2 fundamental change in that
sinisler, cynical logic of our craft which will persist in
the confusion of means and end, in the raising of law
gbove justice?™

Glueck had hit on one of the fundamental issues to
arise from the case. In 4 thoughtfu] picce in the May
issue of Harper's, Prol. Sanford Levinson has
how the notion of “rule of law™ is often casually in-
voked, as if the concept were self-evidently benevolent,
and as if it had anything necessarily to do with “jostice.”™
Actually the rule of law was upheld in (he Sacco-
WVanzetti case. The appesls process was pursued from
the local level all the way to the Supreme Court, and
at each step appellate jodges made decisions fully in
sccord with precedent. The “great dissenter,” Su-
preme Court ' Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, not only
refused to stay the exccutions but would not even read
the evidence in the case, “cxcept on the limited points
that came before me.” The rule of law was vindicated
but, in the words of the armband worn by the mourners,
“Justice [was] crocified.”

The day of their death, Angust 23, 1927, would re-
main 3 mental hm::hmart for millions of Americans of
that generation, just as the death of Rooscvelt and the
assassination of Kennedy would be for 'their children and
grandchildren. ‘Some would remémber "Sacco and Vanzetti
for lht:r bearing in the final ‘days, 'fof the dignity and

courage -they persomified, ‘Tao ‘others, they would simply
be"ma infiocknt victims, men _whose individuality was
dwarfed by the' larger mluuhaﬁ'ibey came to symbolize,
Bm“s-huwﬂahuthmlufumnasnb:]s men of action,
dreamers of a world wheu, a3 Vanreiti wrote,
humanity could h‘qr-nnd “a cufsed past in which
man was wolf to the map.” Sacco and Vanzetti went
to lh:lrr denthl :nn"d.ndad t.'Ig_Fl. the outcome would only
speed’ the ' of thiir' canse’ “that agony is our tri-
umph.” Pe b:'lrwdfnfﬂmrwlﬂmlml}m
the injustice ‘Ihat ‘was done bul in the fact that their
:.:é?.’!‘lmn was gne in a long ifdin of cvents which seems
ave dn'-'au 1h£|r ufopian vmm m:! of Amencnu
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- tion and Is stirring up much the same pro and con clamor.

Though it is not his main purpose, it coald turn out that
he will be running a test program for the President.
"Carter has already taken some criticism for his May 1st
statement that it might iake up to three years to develop
a full program of welfare reform. Later that month
his affirmation of a policy of not increasing federal spend-
ing for welfare programs drew strong criticism both from
Congress and from within his own Cahinet. More re-
cently (July 28), The New York Times reported that, in
response to political pressure, particolarly from the big
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